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he Athenian Mercury: 


Unhappily came acquainted with one of my own 
Sex, whole Humour and Perjon I love and 
like above all things, and fhe profeffire the 
fame by me, we vowed 4 Friendfbip to be kept inviolable ‘silt 
peath : But I'm lately affured by undemyable Demonftrations 
shat [be hat a difhonourable Intriegne with a Gentleman whom 
hed have me believe to be ber Husband. I beg your Opini- 
on, (esting afide the Cen{ure of the World if ever it come to be 
bnown, whether I ussy with a good Confcience continue our 
Conver(ation ? or if this bem't a juft Caule of quitting my 
Obligation, left I fhould be ene of them the P{almift {peaks 
of, who are partakers with the Adulterer ? . 
Aniw. The very Uawillingnels to encourage Vice js 
a fair Argument Of good Inclinations to Virtue; and ju- 
deed were all thofe who are truly Virtuous fo careiu] 
as they ought to be in chis matter, never fo much as 
vifiting or correfponding with thofe who are incorr:ezbly 
Vitious, we Might perhaps fee Vice grow afhain'd of it 
felf, for it loves a Crowd, and the Company and Vj. 
vor of Virtue ; and this our own Interelt as well as 
theirs obliges us to take Care of, becaute of che Infe. 
étious Nature of evil, elpecially when it infinuates unde; 
the fair Pretence of fo amiable a goot as Friendfhip. For 
thefe and other Reafons, principally that Pious one the 
felf urges, the’d do very well to break off 
al] Correl; ce With the Criminal Perion, who by 
her Crimes has firtt broken this Frieadfthip, which can 
only be, properly |p-aking, becween Virtuous Perfon 
Tho’ al! this fuppoles the Faét certain, and that che Gen. 
tleman is really none of her Husband, aad yet further, 
thus much, chere’s no Queftion is due to their palt 
Friendfhip, that all Argumears be tirft uled to Reform 
her, betore the is quice thrown oft, caken trom the Ug. 
linefs of Vice and Beauty of Virtue, and Fiiendthip ic 
felf, we being often too apt to Neglect our Dury by 
pretending we delpait of doing any good, when often- 
times there’s nothing but that Delpair which obirudts 


our doing it. 


Queft. 1. 


Queft. 2. A young Min under Twenty happen't to fall in 
Love with a Maid much older than bimlelf, whom he Court- 
ed for fome time, and at lajt got ler Conjent to make a mu- 
tual Wilh with him, to bind each of ‘em from Marrying any 
other, which was, That che Party who Marvy'd frit 
might be debarr’d of Heaven. The Yuung-man fince that 
has relinguifl d bis Pretenfions to her, and ts jo far alter d, that 
bis Love is turn’ dinta extremity of averfion ard Hapred, nor can 
be now thirk of Marrying ber ; he's twenty five Years old, and 
is in Love with another Woman, whom be fully dfigns to 
make his Wife, unle{s your determination prevents bia. I 
defire to know werher thts Wifh be nos void, as made incon- 
fiderately, rathly, in a Heat and under Age: And fince mar- 
rying bis fi-jt Miffre/¢ when be can't love her, wou'd only 
make em boih miferable, whether be bad mot Letter marry 
the fecond whom he loves, that be may be bappy with ber, 
being fully reloived not to marry the former, and finding be 
muft do worfe if be can't marry the latter: Pray An[wer 
this (peedily 2 , . 

Anfw. If che Querift expeéted a f{peedy Antwer, 
why did he not Dare his Letter ? If, as he tays, he’s al- 
ready fully refolv'’d not to make her his Wile whem 
he's oblig’d to marry, and’ co make another to, tho fo 
terribly oblig’d- co. the contrary, that is to bring the 
Curfe of his own Oath on himfelf, and as far as he can 
poflibly shut himfelf ouc of Heaven: We fay, if he has 

dthe Controverfie already in his own Will, why 
does he defire of us to inform his Ur rflanding ? bue 
there’s one mollifying Phrafe in the Queftion — (_ unle/s 
our Determination prevents him) which if he has had 
Patience to ftay ‘till he heard it, ic certainly will. The 
Oath thay both made is 10 folems, the Santtivn \o dr tad- 
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lee, defide Death oj Marriaze ot °, or oa 
equivalent, vacate the Ob/gaiien, by readrins the mat 
ter of che Promile impoilible co be pertoim'd. "And chs 
rather binds more ftrope'y on ide, becaute 
twas he who prevail'd with the Woman oo ma 
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an Oath, wherein 


’ Te a . M ° , q r 
ful, that we believe chere’s Not room vette for 
much as to difentangle one another, tho’ 


lelves were both willing . nor can ay 
‘ 


here was go fuch Cond: 
nor can be luppos’d reatouably uct 
fhou’d be at Liberty, it they cou’d Lice 
found another they cou'd like better, flace it’s plain, 
Che preventing ot any fuch Alteration was the very ee 
of the Conrad. For its being made under Age, ve 
wonder what Chapter in the Bible he fiads it, written 
In, that ‘tis lawtul to be Perjur'd under one and twes- 
ty, Or rather, that before thar Tim Pere 
jar'd at all, tho’ he ne're to fain wou'd be 2? Or was 
he not ot Age to Know the Nature of an Oath, whigh 
even our Law fu; poles Perfons are capable of know- 
Jug at {ixteen, and theretare admits theu Te,timony as 
Valid? Vi the Rafhnels, Inconfideratene|:, and Heat where- 
u ith a fom was made, wereenough co ft a Man clear 
Of it, Jepiha mighe eafily have feiped without fo fevere 
a Tryal of his Patience and Virrwe,.nov indeed wou'd 
there be ever Excufes wanting in Cates ot chat Nature, 
and Oaths and Vows wou'd be Snapt as 100n as made, 
and the very Publick Fauh of Mankind vacated, the 
calefelt Cemem of Society, and fo neceflary a thing to 
Che Happinefs ot Life. However we here readily giaoe 
( for tear of the Confounded Old Man again, whom we 
fhan’t eafily forget ) thac had the firft Afijlre[s play'd 
falle, or run fheer away, and lete her Humble Servant 
to feek for a Help-meet where he cou'd get it, that in 
thofe, and fome equivalent Cafes, even tho’ 't had been 
too Invilieus to have expreis'd fuch Conditions at the 
the time of Cortrad, yet the Reafon of the Thing 
wou'd determine ‘em. fairly imply’d therein, and con- 
fequently che Man at his Liberzy co marry whoever he 
found in the good mird to have him, the obligation be- 
ing certainly reciprecal heie, and the Contequence feem- 
ing to be valid, chat it "twas effentally infring'd on one 
part, it fhou'd allo ceafe on the other. All che Liber- 
ty he has, it by no means he can love his firft Miftrefs, 
is co remain unmarry d, ill Deash fees one of ’em free ; 
and tor his Living boneft, if he has dont fo already till 
five and twenty, he may as well, and better do fo trom 
thence to fijiy, atter which fure there’s no great dan- 
ger, Hvuwever this amd fuch other Inplances thou'd make 
people mere cautious Of fuch Imprecations, Lovers Vows 
being ceitainly regi@erd in Heaven, howe're they may 
be forgotten upon Earth, and Perjury in chofe cafes, how 
flighted and common foever it may be grown, being 
we believe, che caufe of many of chole unfertunate mar- 
riages which are to trequently complain’d of. 
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Qucft. 3. Not long fince, [happened tobuy a” Book cal- 
led Spiritual Counfel, or the Fathers Advice to his 
Children, without any Authors Name affixt to it. Yer bp 
my own Oblervation of Language, and the great Charader 
therein given of Malbranches fearch after Truth. I com 
clude it 10 be written by that Ingenious Author, Mr. Nor- 
ris. I therefore defire your Opinton of that Awk and the 
Ambor : And particylarly, your Sentiments upon the Cha- 
rafter be vives of Malbranches feareh atter Truth, ( which 
I hear is Tranflaring in London ) in P. 118. of the fore- 
mentioned Treatife ? 

Ariw. As to the Author of that late Treattfe, en- 
tituled, The Fathers Advice to his Children, we have 
good Reafon to conclude Mr. Norris the Author there- 
of; 'tis written in a ftyle fuited to the Afeams/t Capa- 
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pretend to offer our Sectiments fy ther, atrer to great 
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EF feoantud in the Search of Truth 
7 g 0: r ) ; | Qi uct Yeu +o tx 4 ai i ba . 
*( a Ses noft as Untuccelstul as that of Happine/s ) 
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ip always to be Read, Studied, dwele and ted 
fe your own, and Con- 


‘of Knowledgs, that ought never to be out ol your 
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tit be digefted, ma on 
versed as it were into the very Sudffarce of your 
‘Souls, let me recommend to vou | : 
© Recherche de la Verite, a Bouk (tho for tome couh- 
© derable while extant ) but little known, and whole 
©worth is lef underftood, which the fal/ly Learned 
Share. becaufe they cannot endure its Light, aad yet 


Sof tuch exceilent and univerlal Ute, that ‘us great 
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“For indeed, to {[peik out treeay whati think ( tho it 


‘i¢ be a more nice and hazardous thirg to give Chara- 
© Aers of Rooks than of Men) I take it to be upo: 
al] accounts one of the beft Booksthat isin the World 
Sand that of all Humaine Compofures, there is none 
©rhac does better ferve the Interefts of Truth, and of 
©rrue Religion. Thus far Mr. Norris. This Book, which 
he ha thus highly recomnended to the World, has 
been actually Trarflating by Mr. Sauls, Author of the 
‘New Treatile of Algebra, above eight Months, in which 
he has made a very conftderable Progrels. So chat 
we hope to fee it finifhe in a little time, and we are 
told in da’ Afondires Gazette, that twill be Printed 1 
Folio, upen an extraordinary fine Paper, and Chara- 
ter, and withoue Subicriptions done into Englifh from 
the Paris fourth Edition. 
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Sdbertifements. 


1% “W-He Books interted in THE COMY- 

PLEAT LIBRARY for april now 
in the Prefs, and to be inlerted in The Com- 
‘aid Library for Atay and June are as fol- 
OWS, wiz. 

The Lite of De/cartes ——— Memoirs of the Life of 
Fredrick Maurice, &c. ~——— The Lite and Actions 
of Henry de la Teur - Excraéts of divers Ler- 
ters out of the Hefferie des Ourages des Scavans 
A Diicourie of the Oripin of Laws —— Malbranch’s 
Search atter Truth, the whole Work being now Tran- 
flating by Mr. Saudt, Author of the late Treatife of l- 
gebra Bithop Burzet's tour Ditcourfes —— Mr. 
Dupin's Lite of Our Saviour ————= Mr. AL-tion’s Letras, 
—— Mr. Nrviss Advice to his Cosidren —— Dr. Bure 
theeg’s Etlay upon the Nature of Spirits ———— Archbhi- 
fhop Tillsifon’s fix lave Ditcoui tes —— The true Con- 
Cutt of Pestocs of Qualiry - Mounlieur Audies 
Art to know ones Wite ——— Mountieur 4nfelm’s Fue 
neral Orations ———— A Witty piece called The Honest 


Mat | ) 
—— A Difcourfe of the Sin againft the Holy Ghoft —. 
Rules of Conduét for Ladies of Quality —— Soffz’s Trea. 
tile of Esic Posie —— A Ditcourie of Meremaids —_ 
The Second Volume of the Edict of Nantes, which wil] 
be Publithr about three Weeks hence —— Moungeur 
Pelli‘on’s Pofthumous Treatite of the Sacramen> ——~ The 
Re:nains of the Famous Meunhieur De Vuleiz, Counfellog 
and Hiftoriographer co the French King The Lite 
ot General Tromp ——~ The d:flerent Characters of the 
Wornen of this Age, witha Deicription of Selt-Love — 
Milcetlanea Curioj4, or a Collection of many For:eizy 
Curiofities, by che Imperial Accademy ~ The Now 
Hiftory of Spain, in cwo Volumes, by Madam ——__. 
The Hiftory ot the Inquifision ——— Dickinfor’s Trash 
of the Creation, wich other pieces annexe ———— An 
Account of Sweden ——— Rabdiais fecond Volume wten 
Publitht ——_—— Wirth an Acconne of whatever ete 


ce SDewrsbe ve. ° F an +. }, r = - . 
is Pri ted nN England or in the Frerrecign yournils fehe 


n »>ar Ramarl la ne in ema US net 
1S Curl LS OT Re Dalna ne PQrL iW rie Works of 
a7 Suwedinen % rar , raf I } 
may happen hereafter to iiterfere with this Uacderta. 
t , ‘ i : 1> t mea | 1 
KiNg, that ilo thole ‘erions that take these Pournals 
, } he 


nay never be pur +o the unneceffary Charge of 
he tame Extracts twice. 


or Ce ts lately Printed at Paris, and Reprinted at 
Amiterdam a Piece entituled The Kaowledge of 
the World, or the Art of wel! Elaciting Youth, for ail 
Srates and Contitrons of Lite, from tbe Prince to tie Pes 
{znt, to be Cortinued Monthly, ‘sill the whol Defisn i 
finifb’ {, In Form of Letrers, the firft of which will come 
one in the beginning et June. and will Treat of the Fir 
Principles of Good Education. Toe Pretace js acready 
Printed in French, ( and wll lpeedily be Publifhed in Enp- 
ith ) conzatring the Motel of the wiole Moris 
Licenl’el and Evcter-d 
el Mont)'y for Joan } 
T! ¢ Douldiers Wanual, or D'reftioas, Prayers, 
and Ejaculations tor fuch as lead a military life, by 
a Member ot the Bthentan Docrety : Price 2d.of 
an hundred of ’em for 14 5. ftitcht up in Blew Paper 
to thole Gentlemen.( or Ojicers in his Majefties Army ) 
chat buy ‘em to dilperfe. 


Rin-unity or the Do&rine of the Holy Trinity 
aflerced in a Diicourle on 2 Cor. 13. 14. BY 
Wiac Mauduit, Miniffer of the Gofpel. Price 6 d. 


im N ESSAY upon Reafon, and the Na- 
ture of Spirits. By Dr. Burthogge. 
Dedicated to Mr. Lock. — In this E/fay the 
Author hath advanc’d many things wholly new, 
(more eipecially where he treats of the way 
and manner how Spirits do appear ) and con- 
cludes with Reflections on Dr. Sherlocks No- 
tion about Jndividuation. Printed for Fobn 
Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey. 


- Ny Peron that hath a thouland Pound to difpoje 

EX of, if they will come to Mr. Smiths in Stocks- 
market, he will direct them to a Perjon who will fecure 
them Ten per Cent. Profit for three Years. 


A Sale is intended to be made by Mr Thomas Golds 
fimith im Green-Court in the Old Jury, London, at 
the Sign of Cupid on a Shell-rock, of divers Goods ( the 
like has not ben feen in England ) confijting of fine 
large Fapin Cabinets, both whine and black, Tables, 
Stans, Looking-Glof]-s, Suits for Dreffire-Tables, {ce 
veral pieces of fine Shell-work, compos'd of great ae 
riety of fhelis rom Forveign Parts ; thele Rarities art 
expos d to wew at the place aforejaid, every afternoon 
the firft three days in every week, till the time sf 
drawing Tickets, at 5 S. each, may be had at Mr. Hate 
le.ls im Birchin-lane, she corner of Exchange-Alley, 4 
Mr. Roods at the Ship in Cannon-ftreet, at Mr. Spackmnans 


mext NorchumberJand Houfe by Charing-Crois, and at Mf ° 


Goldimiths afotejssd, with Propofals at large. 


LONDON, Printed for Zohn Bunton at-the Raven in the Powltrey. 1694, 


A Philologica! Difcourfe of Birth-Day, 
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